
A Gift for all time
Remembering Ely Cathedral in your Will

For further information
If you would like further information 
about making a gift in your Will to  
Ely Cathedral,  please don’t hesitate  
to contact:

Development Office 
The Chapter House 
The College 
Ely, Cambridgeshire   
CB7 4DL

Tel: 01353 660321 
Email: development@elycathedral.org
www.elycathedral.org



A note from 
the Dean

It is a huge privilege and responsibility, and great excitement and joy, to be part of a 
community of men and women living out their faith in worship, outreach, welcome 
and care, as they have done on this site for thirteen centuries. Each generation has 
sought to proclaim afresh the good news of God’s reconciling love shown in the face 
of Jesus Christ, and that desire remains as strong as ever today.

Our great Cathedral was founded on benefaction. Woven inextricably into its history 
are the countless personal stories of people who cared about the wellbeing of the 
Cathedral and its community far into the future, and wanted to ensure that it would 
continue to be a place of reflection, welcome, care and inspiration for the generations 
to come.

Will you join them, by making a gift to Ely Cathedral in your Will?

The following pages tell you more about how you can do this.

Thank you.

 

The Very Reverend Mark Bonney, Dean



It has been said that a legacy is a ‘final gift 
to a friend’. If so, we need only look around 
our Cathedral to see examples across the 
centuries of many such friends who made 
a legacy gift to ensure that those who came 
after them were able to enjoy and be inspired 
by the Cathedral as they had themselves. 

It is increasingly recognised today that 
cathedrals are hubs of culture, heritage and 
community activity, and that they contribute 
significantly to the regional and national 
economy. But unlike museums and arts 
organisations, cathedrals receive no regular 
government funding.  

We steward our resources carefully. But it  
is still a challenge to cover the annual costs 
of caring for our historic fabric, maintaining 
our music tradition, and carrying out our 
mission of worship, outreach, welcome  
and care. Without external grants, and  
individual donations from the Cathedral’s 

many generous friends, this quite simply 
could not be sustained.

Legacies are important to the Cathedral  
in two ways:

They enable us to plan ahead

They give us the flexibility to respond 
to needs as they arise and direct funds 
accordingly

This booklet sets out in brief how you may 
remember Ely Cathedral in your Will, but 
we know that leaving a legacy is a personal 
matter and we always recommend that you 
take advice from your solicitor.  

A Legacy

1

EC-Legacy_Brochure_artwork_text.indd   1 18/09/2015   11:17



Music 
Ely Cathedral Choir has been part of the 
English choral tradition since the mid-sixteenth 
century, and in terms of its monastic heritage, 
can be traced back considerably further, 
to the time of King Canute. Ely’s male voice 
choir is made up of 22 boy choristers and 6 
Lay Clerks (gentlemen singers). Services are 
sung daily, and there are many extra concerts 
and recitals. In more recent times, our choral 
tradition has been enhanced with the 
addition of the Ely Cathedral Girls’ Choir, the 
Ely Imps for children, and the Ely Cathedral 
Octagon Singers, a popular voluntary choir.  

Preserving this tradition of course costs 
money – currently £390,000 a year. Some 
donors help by sponsoring a Choristership, 
the annual cost of which is £11,000, or 
upwards of £250,000 for an endowed figure. 
Others give smaller amounts to help towards 
other costs – for example maintaining the 
Cathedral’s magnificent Harrison & Harrison 
organ, and the Steinway piano – together 
these costs can be up to £10,000 a year.  

3

Here are some of the ways  
in which a gift in your Will  
can help the Cathedral carry 
out its mission of worship, 
outreach, welcome and care

Care for the fabric
Maintaining the historic fabric of the Cathedral 
in good repair is part of our stewardship of  
the building for the inspiration and enjoyment 
of future generations. It costs over £0.25m 
annually to maintain the building and precinct, 
apart from special restoration projects costing 
anything from £5,000 to £500,000. There  
are many examples around the Cathedral of 
legacy gifts having enabled a particular piece 
of renovation or conservation of the fabric  
or stained glass, or addition to the furnishings.

How your  
legacy can 
help the  
Cathedral
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General purposes
Gifts in a Will which are not designated for 
a specific purpose are especially helpful to 
the Cathedral as they enable us to remain 
flexible and respond to changing needs. 
One important goal is significantly reducing 
the cost of entry to the Cathedral for all: we 
currently rely for part of our annual income 
on an admission charge to visitors, and while 
we have been able to extend free passes to 
all those who live in CB6 and CB7 postcodes, 
in time we would dearly love to reduce the 
charge as much as possible. 

5

Education and Outreach 
Around 10,000 school children visit the 
Cathedral every year, and we have a lively 
Education Programme all year round, including 
children and family drop-in sessions during 
school holidays. Some of our costs include, 
for example, paying for coaches to enable 
teachers and children from some of the more 
remote and poorer rural schools to enjoy 
activities at the Cathedral and learn about 
heritage. Our Cathedral Centre, the only 
resource of its kind in the region, hosts around 
90 meetings per year from a wide range 
of community groups – such as a weekly 
youth drop-in and counselling service, job 
seekers groups, an Alzheimer Society drop-

combat social isolation, and more recently 
the K-9 Café, which works with vulnerable 
young people and adults, introducing the 
use of dogs to build confidence and trust. 

4
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Worship in Ely’s magnificent Cathedral 
is taken to inspirational heights by the 
joyous sound of the choir. For this reason 
I fund a choristership now and I wish my 
support to continue after I die. I hope my 
legacy of a full endowment will achieve 
this in perpetuity. 

Elizabeth Sinclair

Ely Cathedral became an important part 
of my life after my wife Brenda died in 
2000. Through becoming a volunteer I 
gradually met new people and found the 
Cathedral such a friendly community that 
I was inspired to move to Ely in 2006. My 
involvement since then has helped to give 
me a purpose in life. 

My decision to leave a legacy is a way of 
saying thank you for that support! Part of 
the money is to be spent on the fabric of 
the beautiful building, and some will go 
to support the important link which Ely 

I have very fond memories of my visit a 
few years ago. 

John Buttifant

Why I’ve left a legacy  
to the Cathedral:  
personal perspectives

7

Here are some of the main 
types of bequest  
that can be considered: 

Residuary  
Where all, or a specified percentage, of the 
remainder of your estate after providing 
for family and others, would go to the 
Cathedral

Pecuniary 
Where you leave a specified sum of money. 
This can, if you wish, be index-linked to 
maintain the value of the gift after the  
Will has been written

Reversionary  
This is where an individual leaves their 
assets to a beneficiary to make use of 
during their own lifetime, after which the 
estate, or a specified portion, reverts to 
another named beneficiary

Non-monetary  
This can, for example, take the form of shares, 
property, valuables or art

There are two significant tax benefits that 
may be gained by leaving a legacy to the 
Cathedral. Firstly, the money you leave is free 
from inheritance tax, and secondly, under a 
policy which has been in force since April 
2012, if you leave at least 10 per cent of your 
net estate to charity, then the inheritance 
tax rate on your remaining estate will be cut 
from 40 per cent to 36 per cent.  

Everyone’s circumstances are different, of course, 
and if you choose to make a legacy to the 
Cathedral we would always recommend that 
you begin by consulting your solicitor, who 
can advise on the most appropriate steps 
for you. The following form of wording is 
generally a sufficient indicator of your wishes:

I give to Ely Cathedral Trust (Registered 
Charity No. 264803), Ely CB7 4DL [the 
residue or a proportion of the residue of 
my estate or the sum of £ (amount)] for 
the Trustees of the Charity  to apply in 
such a manner within general charitable 
purposes as they in their absolute 
discretion think fit for the benefit of the 
Cathedral and I declare that the receipt of 
the Treasurer of the Charity or any other 
authorised officer for the time being of 
the Charity shall be a good and sufficient 
discharge to my Executors. 

Obviously you will want to adapt this as  
suits your own circumstances, and in the  
case that you may wish your legacy to 
benefit a particular aspect of the work of  
the Cathedral – for example care of the fabric, 
or support for music.  
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You may like to know that if you choose to 
pledge a gift in your Will of £5,000 or more, 
we shall be glad to recognise your generosity 
through membership of the Order of  
St. Etheldreda, our special community of 
benefactors. There is normally an annual 
subscription but this would not apply in the 
case of a legacy pledge of this kind. Members 
enjoy a range of benefits, including an annual 
pass to the Cathedral, a regular newsletter, 
priority booking for popular Cathedral 

annual programme of events. We would be 
delighted to welcome you into this group 
should you wish.

Leaving a legacy is a personal matter and any 
information you share with us will be treated 
in strict confidence. If you are happy to let us 
know that you have included Ely Cathedral 

Not least, it enables us to thank you in 
your lifetime. Simply fill in the pledge form 
enclosed with this brochure and return it to 
us in the prepaid envelope. It is an indication 
only of your intentions and is not legally 
binding. 

The Order of  
St Etheldreda

Letting us know  
of your wishes

8 Design: Lisa Gifford / Photography: Front cover – Phil Mottram, Pages 1,2,5,8, inside back and back cover – Timothy Selvage
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events, and invitations to the Order’s own 

in your Will, this will be greatly appreciated. 



Personal Details

Title  First Name

Surname    

Address

Postcode 

Telephone

Email

Find out more

 I would like to discuss my legacy or other planned gift in person 
 I would like more information on (please specify)

Please return this form in the prepaid envelope

Legacy Details

 I intend to include/ I have already included  
 a legacy to Ely Cathedral in my will/codicil 

I would like my legacy to support:

 Wherever the need is greatest 
 Care for the Fabric 
 Music 
 Education and Outreach 
 Other – 

The approximate value of my legacy is £
Optional information for planning purposes. Please complete at your discretion.

Contact us: 
Development Office 
Ely Cathedral, The Chapter House,  
The College, Ely, Cambridgeshire  CB7 4DL

Tel: 01353 660321 
Email: development@elycathedral.org

Legacy Pledge Form
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